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connection liarlcy should treat him like an o' friend. The highest honours did not change h manner, and when Swift attended a lev^e soc after Harley became Lord Treasurer in 1711, "I whispered me," he writes in his Journal to Stelt " a jest or two, and bade me come to dinner."
To appreciate the society of the great write who were gathered in  London at the beo-innino-
o                                                     o         o
the eighteenth century, it was not necessary eith to be an author or a man gifted with literary pe ception ; no intelligent person with a knowledge the world could fail to enjoy the companionship the men who were grouped around the Lord Tre surer.    Yet it is remarkable that this union, whi< is so famous, lasted, so far as  Harley is concerne for so  short a time.     De Foe, whose  connectii with him began, as we have told, in  1703, took i part in the literary gatherings in London.    Sw did not know  Harley  before   his   introduction 1710, and Swift and Dr. Arbuthnot,1 who was t life and soul of the company, did not meet till 171
1 John Arbuthnot, 1667-1735. Born at Arbuthnot,Kincardinesh In 1689 took the decree of Doctor of Medicine at St. Andrews, came to London and tjave lessons in mathematics ; from 1697-1; published various scientific works. In 1704 Arbuthnot was elec Fellow of the Royal Society, in 1705 Physician Extraordinary the Queen, and in 1710 was admitted a Fellow of the College Physicians. In 1712 he published Law is a Bottomless Pit, the History of John Bull. He was the main if not the exclus author of the Memoirs of Martinus Scriblerus, first published in edition of Pope's Works in 1714. In his last years he wrote m scientific and medical works.